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KILLCARE WAGSTAFFE TRUST
NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY 2008
General Meeting: Sunday February 3, 9.30 a.m. Wagstaffe Hall Mayor, Cr Jim Macfadyen, Pretty Beach resident, has been invited to speak to members after the business meeting finishes.
BUSINESS OF THE MEETING
The best clues to what will be discussed can be found by reading the enclosed minutes. Apologies for the fine print. It had to be 2 pages maximum to reduce printing costs. 
NAMING OF KILLCARE BEACH AND PUTTY BEACH
No reply has yet been received from Killcare Surf Club about KWTs letter to them about the naming of Killcare Beach. We asked for support for changing the present name, now officially Putty Beach, to a combination of Putty Beach at the National Park end and Killcare Beach near the Surf Club. Informally we understand that they generally support our letter. 
HARDYS BAY FORESHORE PLAN
After public meetings in November and January, Council now invites public comment on the Foreshore Masterplan which is on display at Killcare Cellars and Wagstaffe Hall. Comment must be sent in writing to GCC (Ref. No: 4059344) to arrive by 5 p.m. on January 25. Local opinion seems to be supportive in general, but split over whether there should be a new playground in Araluen Dr, or just renovation of the two existing playgrounds, one in Turo Park and the other at Stanley St. Have your say, but do it soon.
FLUORIDATED WATER
Gosford's water supply began to be fluoridated this January. Though not agreed to by all residents, dentists certainly support this move. Long-term KWT members will recall regular campaigns for fluoride waged by former committee member, Dahlas Cleland, many years ago. Dahlas is delighted with the news'. She lives at Lourdes Retirement Village in Killara and is always happy to have a chat by phone. Dahlas was also very keen on banning all cats because of the harm they do to native birds, e.g. blue wrens. That would be a harder campaign to win!
AUSTRALIA DAY GALA NIGHT
Community awards will be presented to two KWT members on Friday 18 January, Ann Bowe and Jeanette Blomfield. Ann has been a member of KWT committee ever since settling at Killcare Heights in the 90s and she is a regular volunteer at the Maitland Bay Centre. Officially now Vice-President, she was Secretary for many years and has acted as President. She brings an inquiring and innovative mind to Trust policies and activities.
Jeanette has been a constant supporter of the Trust since it began. She is best known for the design of 'Bouddi Walks', the maps that we all know so well. Both Ann and Jeanette are committed environmentalists who translate belief into action. Congratulations!

BRISBANE WATER WALKING MAPS
In November members voted to sponsor Jeanette Blomfield's new maps detailing all the walks in Brisbane Water National Park, presented in the same style as 'Bouddi Walks' and using the same cartographer, John Martyn. The NPWS has just contacted Jeanette with support for the maps' details, so she expects to have them in print later this year.
PLASTIC BAGS
Gosford Council's Environmental Education Officer, Melanie James, is keen to reduce the use of plastic shopping bags. The enclosed brochure has been given to KWT by Melanie. As mentioned at the November meeting, Anna McCall from Hardys Bay Yacht Charters wants to pursue the goal of a plastic-bag-free area locally. Not everyone agrees. Anna (4360 1442) is happy to receive feedback on whether residents think her goal is feasible, or not.
KILLCARE MARINA
Earlier this year Michael Sparks wrote to KWT to ask us to be involved, with other local groups, in assessing the environmental impact of a large redevelopment of the marina at Hardys Bay. So far his development plans are not ready for the consultations to take place.
BEAUTIFUL, BUT INVASIVE WEED IN THE AREA
People buying plants for their gardens should avoid an attractive grass with a beautiful fluffy head of flowers, commonly called "swamp foxtail". However, not only does it spread rapidly, but it is highly flammable, e.g. if a cigarette butt is dropped into it. Thousands of fine seeds blow on the wind and the razor sharp leaves can blunt cutting tools.
Wrigley and Fagg, in "Australian Native Plants", explain that an unsuitable South African plant may often be used instead of the Australian, non-invasive plant, Pennisetum alopecuroides. They say, "the plant that is often sold as this species is a South African species, Pennisetum setaceum (fountain grass). This plant should be avoided in temperate areas as it has a tendency to seed itself vigorously." There are patches of rampant growth on Heath Rd. You can also see it 'escaping1 at the roundabout near the new church in Woy Woy.
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Members owe a big thank you to Tern" Latella who has decided to accept the job of 'KWT Newsletter' Editor. This is a generous offer from a very busy woman. Terri lives at Pretty Beach with her husband and three young children. She has been a Gosford City Councillor for several years. Assistance from others who can help Terri would be most welcome. Note from the editor: January's 'KWT Newsletter' is my last newsletter. I began by assisting Beryl Strom about eight or nine years ago. It has been both a great pleasure and a very demanding task. The hardest part was not composing the words, but trying to verify the accuracy of what was about to be put into print. I am grateful to everyone who has helped with photographs, articles, information and ideas and to various organisations like Gosford City Council for free supplies of many different brochures over the years. I must also thank many members who have folded countless sheets of paper and stuffed thousands of envelopes. In particular, I thank my husband Ian for his unfailing support.
NB: This newsletter is shorter than usual — a holiday issue.
'KWT Newsletter' is a publication of Killcare Wagstaffe Trust Inc., PO Box 4009 Wagstaffe 2257
