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KILLCARE WAGSTAFFE TRUST

NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2007
GENERAL MEETING

Sunday November 3 at 9.30 a.m. at Wagstaffe Hall

VISITORS ARE ALL WELCOME
BUSINESS
1. Mud Flat Creek flood study report
2. Hardys Bay foreshore plan, now before Council
3. Future of KWT? Large membership, low meeting attendances, few people willing to be on the committee, no one offering to take over the newsletter  
4. Recent letters from the committee (see one to Council and one to Killcare Surf Club later in this newsletter)
5. Comments and reflections from some of the many KWT members who attended the opening of the Strom Centre in October                               . . . . . . and other matters

As usual, have a cuppa and a chat afterwards.
STROM CENTRE OPENING

The enclosed pamphlet was handed out at the opening and has now been reprinted by NPWS especially for our members. If you already have a copy, pass this one on. About 35 KWT members were there on the day and enjoyed the speeches, bushwalk and BBQ and, of course, seeing the converted garage.

Noel Date welcomed us on behalf of the Guringai People who have been connected to this land for over 5000 years. Tony Fleming, Director General of NPWS, commented on the significance of what the Stroms achieved as an example of the importance of individuals. Gary Nipperess, Beryl’s son, gave a sincere personal history on behalf of the family, dating back to living in the cottage in the 1960s. John Mackerras, President of the National Parks Association (NPA), spoke about the amazing diversity of nature. The NPA had donated a large collection of reference books on birds, plants and other aspects of the environment. 
The local NPWS manager, Tom Bagnat, especially praised volunteers and their valuable efforts: bush-bashers weeding in Bouddi NP, KWT members manning the Information Centre on weekends and holidays, the members of Green Corps and those people who serve on the regional NPWS committees.

The weather was wonderful and it was a great delight to meet again so many friends from various environmental organisations and to have time to talk together and reminisce about the Stroms.

WEB PAGE

Terry Jones has set up a web-page for KWT. Here is the address:
www.killcarewagstaffetrust.org.au
Terry has done a wonderful job. The content is quite fascinating – reading about ourselves on the world-wide-web! He has plenty of local photographs and a broad up-to-date coverage of KWT, local issues and all community groups. 

COST OF HOUSEHOLD WATER

Latest Council Water Consumption Accounts for households showed that the price had gone up from $1.12 to $1.38 per kilolitre, an increase of 23%. That’s still incredibly cheap for 1000 litres of clean, safe water. Many people are managing to stay below Council’s goal of 150 litres per person per day. Each household’s daily usage was printed in very tiny figures above the column graph. 
GCC’s ‘Water News’ appears in each Friday’s ‘Express Advocate’ and includes recent usage figures.  GCC has a target of 475 megalitres a week for the whole local government area. In early October usage peaked at 509ML. Interestingly this was during the school holidays, and included a day that reached about 35°. 
WOY WOY ENVIRONMENT CENTRE
This little white building (and former church) in Blackwall Rd on the left as you go in to Woy Woy has won a “Keep Australia Beautiful” award for its outstanding contribution to environmental education on the Central Coast. 
There will be a bushtucker day at Woy Woy Environment Centre on Saturday 3 November at 10.30. Phil Bligh and Jake Cassar will introduce you to various kinds of native foods. 
For more information contact Zainem on 43426589.
SAND DREDGING PLANNED FOR ETTALONG CHANNEL

 In August Council announced that dredging would begin in Brisbane Water between Ettalong and Wagstaffe Point in order to improve access to the estuary. Will it work? Will it last?

Some years ago when locals fought against the Fast Ferry proposal we had a good look at whether dredging was a worthwhile procedure. At one meeting someone put sand in a clear tub, covered it with water, ran his hand across to make a ‘dredged’ groove through the sand and shook the tub ever so gently. We watched the ‘dredged area’ slowly disappear as the sand smoothed itself out.

DEDICATION OF NATURE RESERVE 

In late August the NPWS dedicated a plaque at Palmgrove Nature Reserve to recognise the work of Andrew and Lois Sourry in striving for preservation of this significant area. Andrew, a KWT member, is still a concerned environmentalist. Lois, his wife, died some years ago. The reserve is near Hidden Valley, not far from the Forest of Tranquility.

COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT NETWORK’S 10th ANNIVERSARY

It scarcely seems 10 years since this group began to make its voice heard on countless issues. It has strengthened the cause of sound environmental decision-making and engage in a lot of lobbying.
The CEN welcomes individuals and organisations as members for a small fee.
The anniversary will be celebrated from 9-5 on Saturday 27 October at Mingara Recreation Club. Guest speakers, displays, workshops. 
To book, phone Maureen on 4349 4757 or look up events@cccen.org.au 
RECENT KWT CORRESPONDENCE

The president, Eric Tucker wrote to Chris Hartcher MLA in August about re-cycling water. Here is the text of that letter:
Following our previous correspondence with you on the above subject, Killcare Wagstaffe Trust wishes to ask you to make further representations to the government regarding the use of recycled water for human consumption.
Unfortunately, Gosford City Council seems to still hold the view that the community will not accept the idea that it is safe and environmentally desirable to recycle used water to a potable standard. In fact, the State Government appears to be implacably opposed to it, with statements that people will not drink sewer water. GCC is not adamant on the matter, but informs KWT that "whether water supplies are for non-drinking or for augmenting drinking supplies the water must at all times meet State and Federal guidelines for water quality and the Council must ensure that its projects are in accordance with these guidelines". (Correspondence from the Mayor GCC, 2 August 2007)
It therefore appears that no level of Australian government is prepared to rock the boat, preferring instead to examine alternatives such as desalination. It is therefore not possible for Australians to adopt systems which have been used in Europe and USA for many years, where there is no evidence that the systems are harming the health of their populations. 

It is the contention of KWT that the recycling of used water, treated to potable standard, would unlock significant volumes of water which would otherwise be wasted and pour out to sea. What is your view on the matter? Would Mr O’Farrell support such a policy if you were in government?
Eric sent this letter to Killcare Surf Club President, Jim McFadyen, in October.
The committee and members of Killcare Wagstaffe Trust (KWT) are writing to ask Killcare Surf Life Saving Club (KSLSC) to join with us to approach the Geographical Names Board to change the present legal name of the whole of ‘our’ beach from ‘Putty Beach’ to a combination of ‘Putty Beach’ at the National Park end and ‘Killcare Beach’ at the KSLSC end.

Killcare residents have for many years called the surf club end, ‘Killcare Beach’ and the other Bouddi National Park end, ‘Putty Beach’. Gosford City Council has erected several signs that refer to the name ‘Killcare Beach’. The most prominent of these is not far from the car park prior to the KSLSC club rooms.

Officially Killcare Beach does not exist. It is not marked on government topographic maps, if you look up a street directory you won’t find Killcare Beach, nor is it marked on the maps in the Central Coast telephone book. Also, it is important from a safety point of view that the names of key locations reflect common usage when directing essential services such as ambulance, police and fire brigade services.

KWT believes it would be sensible and prudent to change the name of Putty Beach to reflect the common name that is already accepted and used by the local community. KSLSC is one of the key organisations that make extensive use of the beach and as such the wishes of the club and its members are important for any proposal to go ahead.

KWT therefore invites the KSLSC to join us in making a submission to the Geographical Names Board to rename the south-western and central portions of the beach, ‘Killcare Beach’; and to name the north-eastern portion of the beach within Bouddi National Park, ‘Putty Beach’.
REDUCING GREENHOUSE GASES

Peter Melloy spoke to KWT earlier this year. Here are some of his easy ways to cut down on household greenhouse gas emissions:
· Put weather strips on the base of exterior doors.
· Use self-ticking felt strips around exterior door jambs.

· Use compact fluorescent lamps. 
· Reverse the direction of ceiling fans in winter/summer.
· Install solar skylights or skytubes. 
· Turn off stand-by switches.
· Use AAA rated showerheads.
· Keep a thermometer in the freezer   (- 10°) and fridge (0° - 4°) to check that they are working efficiently.
· Keep the fridge full. It’s cheaper.

· Use clothes lines or a clothes hanger rather than a dryer.

· Vent the dryer (if used) to the outside in summer to reduce the heating effect inside the house.

·  Insulate all HW pipes.
Peter said the reason for his passion for sustainable housing was “for the sake of the children of the future”.


From time to time his sustainable house at Bensville is open for inspection, eg through Woy Woy Environment Centre. Watch out for the chance to go there.
NEW NAME FOR THE PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

Pretty Beach, Wagstaffe & District Progress Association took a poll and changed their name to:
Wagstaffe to Killcare Community Association
Best wishes for ongoing successes!
Years ago there was another progress association in this area, the Hardys Bay Progress Assn. They used to meet at the RSL Club. They gradually evolved into the Bouddi Society, changing focus at the same time and becoming the popular organisation that now concentrates on cultural events and, of course, Making History. 

David Dufty would love to discuss ways in which you could write your own history: recollections of earlier days here and your personal ‘bio’ of the way your life has been entangled with this wonderfully unique area.
JOB VACANCY: 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
A note from Jeannette Thiering
I will definitely not be doing this job after the next issue, January 2008. I will assist anyone who takes the task on if they need my help. I learnt a lot of skills from Beryl Strom and am grateful each time I start on a newsletter as I recall how she worked. I have really enjoyed preparing the newsletters in spite of the work it entails.
There is no need for KWT Newsletter to stay the same in format or size. It could be just 2 pages. It could be a shared job so that the writing and layout were not just one person’s task. Some members have newer skills and access to more modern technology and that would be an asset.
Fundamentally, the continued existence of ‘KWT Newsletter’ is a matter for KWT members and the committee.
PAYMENT OF KWT DUES

Is there a reminder slip in your envelope? 

‘Killcare Wagstaffe Trust Newsletter’ is a quarterly publication of Killcare Wagstaffe Trust Inc.

All correspondence to the Editor

PO Box 4009, Wagstaffe 2257

























