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Next General Meeting  Sunday February 1st at 9.30 am
     at the Maitland Bay Information Centre.     
                Guest Speaker after the meeting - Ross Wellington  
       
     All visitors and residents are welcome

Speaker for February Meeting

We are lucky to have Ross Wellington, an experienced ecologist with a particular interest in, 
knowledge of and passion for reptiles and amphibians as our guest speaker for the next general 
meeting. He will be talking on the snakes, reptiles and amphibians found on the bouddi peninsula. 
Ross has been a teacher, worked for the Australian museum, the NPWS and currently works as a 
senior ecologist for Eco Logical Australia doing environmental assessments for major infrastructure 
projects.

Successful Grant Applications

Recent grants have been obtained from LLS ( Local Land Services) for bush regeneration work to be 
undertaken on National Park land in our area.  The LLS has replaced the old Catchment Management 
Authorities. The applications were submitted by Deb Holloman.

These include :
	 •		$15,000	to	continue	work	on	Rileys	Island	–	on	the	north-eastern	corner.	This	is	a		 	
 continuation of longstanding work done by local volunteers removing lantana and asparagus  
 fern to protect the threatened Saltmarsh and Swamp Oak Forest communities.
 
	 •		$15,000	to	continue	work	on	at	Maitland	Bay	–	working	from	the	northern	steps	to	the		
 southern headland.  This mainly involves removing Bitou bush to protect the littoral rainforest  
 of the Grand Deeps in Bouddi NP
 
	 •	$5,000	to	attack	an	emerging	weed	on	Saratoga	Island	–	Limonium	hyblaeum		(	Sicilian	Sea		
 Lavender) to protect Saltmarsh 



Sicilian Sea Lavender (Limonium hyblaeum) - a new weed in the region

This is a perennial, salt tolerant plant that has invaded areas of saltmarsh along the South Australian 
and Victorian coastline. It is a native of Sicily and has probably been a nursery escapee.  A recent 
infestation has become established on Saratoga island in Brisbane Water.

It is thought to be highly invasive of the delicate saltmarsh environment, with the ability to reduce the 
salinity of the soil where it grows, enhancing its own survival at the expense of more saline dependant 
species.

Putty Beach Bushcare

Around six new volunteers are needed to begin Bitou removal on Putty Beach, between the beach 
and the top of the frontal dune. The area is just north of the first carpark off Beach Rd and is part of the 
Putty Beach Reserve.

All training, and equipment will be provided and only 1-2 hours per week will be required. Call David 
Legge	on	0402	425	879	or	dlegge@hotkey.net.au	if	you	are	interested.

Other Bushcare Groups

There	are	six	other	volunteer	bushcare	groups	around	the	Bouddi	peninsula	–	four	in	Bouddi	National	
Park (Lobster Beach, Wagstaffe Point and Macmasters Beach and one roving group)  and 2 groups in 
Cockle Bay Nature Reserve. New volunteers most welcome.  If you would like more information then 
please	contact	Deb	Holloman	on	43204224	or	deb.holloman@environment	.nsw.gov.au



Birdfood and territory

Birds hang out near their food sources. This is an obvious point really but it is a good way to think about 
which birds can be found where.

On	the	heathland	on	Hawksbury	sandstone	–	particularly	on	Box	head	but	also	in	some	parts	of	Killcare	
heights and the fire trail towards Daleys point there are a multitude of heath plants. There is always 
something flowering in this zone. Nectar, pollen, sap are available and the birds found here those that 
specialise in this diet - especially the honeyeaters. 

Honeyeaters are a varied group of birds belonging to the family Meliphagidae. They have specialised 
beaks and tongues that aid eating nectar pollen and sap. They also eat insects and berries to varying 
degrees. As well as species with honeyeater in their name, wattlebirds, chats, spinebills and bellbirds are 
also part of this group.

White-cheeked and New Holland honeyeaters, Wattlebirds, Spinebills are all common on the Bouddi 
heathland. 

  New Holland Honeyeater     Red Wattlebird

Silvereyes, fnches, strike thrushes and wrens also eat nectar and make their homes in this. Other nectar 
eaters such Rainbow lorikeets, are frequent visitors.

        Silvereye



Plants in full flower are less common on the forested slopes and the birds in these zones tend to rely 
more on insects. Wrens, robins, thornbills, whipbirds, lyrebirds, pardalotes (rarer but I did see one late 
last year) inhabit this zone.

   Whipbird      Thornbill

In the moister gullies, which tend towards rainforest, we find a greater preponderance of fruiting plants 
such as figs, native peach, cheese trees, cabbage tree palms. These areas attract the fruit eaters such as 
the exotically named Brown pigeons, Topknot pigeons, and bowerbirds including the Satin bowerbird 
and the dyseuphonious Catbird.  Lyrebirds which are mainly insect eaters also like these moist 
environments.

  Brown Pigeon       Green Catbird

Sea Turtles

Sea Turtles have been sighted over summer by skin divers and snorkellers around the north end of Putty 
Beach.

Photo competition

The photo competition is still going but has been delayed yet again. This means there is still time to get 
your entry in. The theme is Sandstone. Entries will close shortly before Easter and the display will take 
place at the Maitland Bay Centre over the Easter break. This will be the new time for the competition - 
free from competition from other competitions.


