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                Guest Speaker after the meeting - TBA    
     All visitors and residents are welcome

Vandalism on the beach.

Several large banksias have been cut down in the reserve between the beach and the largest car park. 
A handsaw was used and the motive seems to be to open up the view of the surf from the car park.

The recent committee meeting discussed the possibility of some kind of negotiated understanding of 
the ideal level of vegetation in contested areas. The attempts to regenerate the foreshore vegetation 
can seem to conflict with the desires of homeowners and local surfers for views but a long-term 
workable understanding is not out of the question.

10-50 clearing laws

New laws - the Rural Fires Amendment (Vegetation Clearing) Bill 2014 – allow the clearing of your own 
land of trees within 10 m of a house and the understory shrubs to 50m without permission. This 
legislation was enacted largely in response to the devastating bushfires in 2013.

Councils and NPWS are concerned that it has encouraged some home owners to clear land for 
development and to improve views. In response the mounting evidence that it has had unexpected 
consequences  the NSW RFS has announced a review of the 10/50 legislation. Submissions are invited 
after 1 October 2014. 

Marina extension plans have been resubmitted.

The initial DA for the marina extension was withdrawn after several submissions from the community. 
Although the Committee feels uneasy about any further encroachment of private control over public 
space, the Trust’s submission dealt mainly with the potential for the extension to limit access to the 
public wharf. Access, especially in NE or Westerly winds is likely to be hampered.

The DA has recently been resubmitted. Although the resubmission responds to each of Council’s 
concerns it is essentially the same proposal and our concerns still stand.

Maitland Bay Centre visitor numbers rise

Over the last 12 months visitors to the MBIC have risen to 3,300, including a record 310 over Easter. 
These numbers are those recorded so include those who were sufficiently interested to linger for 
a while and interact with the volunteers. Thanks to all who volunteer and make the Centre such a 
success. If you would like to volunteer please call 43204224 and leave your name.



The Pea Family

Flowers make us pay attention. Plants that are just part of the dull green background of the Australian 
bush burst into prominence when in flower. 

It was hard to miss the glorious display of yellow flowering bacon and egg plants along the roadsides 
and scattered through the slopes and ridge tops between August and early October. They seemed to 
take over from the wattles in clamouring for our attention.

Identifying the plant responsible opened my eyes to the pea family and its many representatives on the 
peninsula. 

The pea family – Fabaceae – is extremely widespread. Only the polar regions are devoid of 
representatives. Humans have learnt to exploit several species for nutrition (many, such as the peas, 
beans and pulses, are edible) and for agriculture – almost all plants with nitrogen fixing nodules in their 
roots belong to this family.

They have evolved into a wide variety of forms, from herbaceous annuals to rainforest giants.

Considering the expansive range of this family it is not surprising that a considerable number of species 
are Australian natives. On the peninsula they can be found from the alluvial flats to the sandstone 
ridges.

All the Wattles belong to a sub-family of the pea family  - the Mimosaceae. so the earlier burst of yellow 
flowers was also courtesy of this family.  Acacia longifolia and Acacia decurrens were the main species 
flowering at this time.

The bacon and egg plants belong to another sub-family of peas – Faboideae. The plants in this 
subfamily have  the characteristic pea flower structure with five irregularly shaped petals: a standard, 
two wings and a a keel composed of two fused petals.

 

         Woodcock “Australian Plants”

The flowers usually give rise to a seed pod 

The name Bacon and Egg refers to the combination of the mainly yellow flower (the egg) tinged at 
the centre with a rusty orange (the bacon). This colour combination is common to a few groups of 
species all of which are referred to as Bacon and Egg flowers. There are quite a few examples on Bouddi 
peninsula, mostly belonging to the Pultanaea and Dillwynia genera.



The recent display was largely down to the Graceful bush pea - Pultanaea flexilis. This was particularly 
visible on Wards Hill Rd but was widespread throughout the peninsula. 

      Pultanaea flexilis

A recent short drive around the area by your roving correspondent revealed quite a few other members 
of the pea family also in flower.

           Handsome flat pea                               Native Holly    Wedge Pea
       Platylobium formosum           Podolobium ilicifolium          Gompholobium latifolium

One of the peninsula’s major woody weeds – the Cassia plant is also a member of the pea family, the 
third sub-family Caesalpinioideae (try pronouncing that one!)

The yellow bloom of Pultanaea flexilis has passed and has been replaced on the higher roadsides by the 
abundant white flowers of the rudely named Tick Bush or Kunzea ambigua - a relative of the tea tree



September shark and seal sightings

A leopard seal was spotted on Killcare beach on Saturday, September 20. It spent the whole day lying 
around in the sun before slipping back into the water at around 5pm

The seal has recently swum up  from Antarctica and is apparently still a little underweight. Mr Ron Ling, 
arepresentative of the Organisation for the Rescue and Research of Cetaceans in Australia (ORRCA) 
confirmed it was the same seal that had been seen north at Stockton beach and south at The Spit 
before this sighting at Killcare.

A large shark was recently photographed by accident off Killcare beach swimming amongst a group 
of surfers. The young photographer was using a drone with a camera and only noticed the shark when 
reviewing the photos that evening. 

The shark, now thought to be a Tiger shark was chasing a pod of salmon through the shallow water. 
One of the surfers noticed something big take a salmon but decided to keep on surfing. The furthest 
board is a three meter stand-up board which gives some indication of the size of the shark.


